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H.P. BLAVATSKY   The Original Programme of The Theosophical Society 
(Collected Writings Vol. 7, p. 145) 
  
Objects: to form the nucleus of a regular Society whose objects were broadly stated as follows:  
 
1. Universal Brotherhood;  
 
2. No distinction to be made by the member between races, creeds, or social positions, but 
every member had to be judged and dealt by on his personal merits;  
 
3. To study the philosophies of the East — those of India chiefly, presenting them gradually to 
the public in various works that would interpret exoteric religions in the light of esoteric 
teachings;  
 
4. To oppose materialism and theological dogmatism in every possible way, by demonstrating 
the existence of occult forces unknown to science, in nature, and the presence of psychic and 
spiritual powers in man; trying, at the same time to enlarge the views of the Spiritualists by 
showing them that there are other, many other agencies at work in the production of phenomena 
besides the "Spirits" of the dead. Superstition had to be exposed and avoided; and occult forces, 
beneficent and maleficent — ever surrounding us and manifesting their presence in various 
ways — demonstrated to the best of our ability.  
 
………… But if the two Founders were not told what they had to do, they were distinctly 
instructed about what they should never do, what they had to avoid, and what the Society should 
never become. Church organizations, Christian and Spiritual sects were shown as the future 
contrasts to our Society. …. 
 
Belief in the Masters was never made an article of faith in the T.S. But for its Founders, the 
commands received from Them when it was established have ever been sacred. And this is 
what one of them wrote in a letter preserved to this day: 
 
"Theosophy must not represent merely a collection of moral verities, a bundle of metaphysical Ethics 
epitomized in theoretical dissertations. Theosophy must be made practical, and has, therefore, to be 
disencumbered of useless discussion  
. . . It has to find objective expression in an all-embracing code of life thoroughly impregnated with its 
spirit – the spirit of mutual tolerance, charity and love. Its followers have to set the example of a firmly 
outlined and as firmly applied morality before they get the right to point out, even in a spirit of kindness, 
the absence of a like ethic Unity and singleness of purpose in other associations and individuals. As 
said before – no Theosophist should blame a brother whether within or outside of the association, throw 
slur upon his actions or denounce him {It is in consequence of this letter that Art. XII was adopted in 
Rules and a fear of lacking the charity prescribed, that led so often to neglect its enforcement.} lest he 
should himself lose the right of being considered a theosophist. Ever turn away your gaze from the 
imperfections of your neighbour and centre rather your attention upon your own shortcomings in order 
to correct them and become wiser  
. . . Show not the disparity between claim and action in another man but – whether he be brother or 
neighbour – rather help him in his arduous walk in life  
. . . The problem of true theosophy and its great mission is the working out of clear, unequivocal 
conceptions of ethic ideas and duties which would satisfy most and best the altruistic and right feeling 
in us; and the modelling of these conceptions for their adaptation into such forms of daily life where 
they may be applied with most equitableness .  
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. . . Such is the common work in view for all who are willing to act on these principles. It is a laborious 
task and will require strenuous and persevering exertion, but it must lead you insensibly to progress and 
leave no room for any selfish aspirations outside the limits traced . 
. . . Do not indulge in unbrotherly comparisons between the task accomplished by yourself and the work 
left undone by your neighbour or brother, in the field of Theosophy, as none is held to weed out a larger 
plot of ground than his strength and capacity will permit him . . . Do not be too severe on the merits or 
demerits of one who seeks admission among your ranks, as the truth about the actual state of the inner 
man can only be known to, and dealt with justly by KARMA alone. Even the simple presence amidst 
you of a well-intentioned and sympathising individual may help you magnetically . . . You are the Free-
workers on the Domain of Truth, and as such, must leave no obstructions on the paths leading to it." . .  
[The letter closes with the following lines which have now become quite plain, as they give the key to 
the whole situation] . . .  
"The degrees of success or failure are the landmark we shall have to follow, as they will constitute the 
barriers placed with your own hands between yourselves and those whom you have asked to be your 
teachers. The nearer your approach to the goal contemplated the shorter the distance between the 
student and the Master. . . ."  
 
 
 


