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The "Wisdom Religion" is the inheritance of all the nations, the world over. . . . 
. . . the Esoteric philosophy is alone calculated to withstand, in this age of crass and illogical 
materialism, the repeated attacks on all and everything man holds most dear and sacred, in his 
inner spiritual life .... Moreover, Esoteric philosophy reconciles all religions, strips every one 
of its outward, human garments, and shows the root of each to be identical with that of every 
other great religion. It proves the necessity of an absolute Divine Principle in nature . . . 
(…) 
Time and human imagination made short work of the purity and philosophy of these teachings, 
once that they were transplanted from the secret and sacred circle . . . 
(…) 
That doctrine was preserved secretly – too secretly, perhaps – within the sanctuary . . . 
(…) 
This is the true reason, perhaps, why the outline of a few fundamental truths from the Secret 
Doctrine of the Archaic ages is now permitted to see the light, after long millenniums of the 
most profound silence and secrecy. I say "a few truths," advisedly, because that which must 
remain unsaid could not be contained in a hundred . . . volumes, nor could it be imparted to the 
present generation of Sadducees. But, even the little that is now given is better than complete 
silence upon those vital truths. The world of to-day, in its road career towards the unknown ... 
is rapidly progressing on the reverse, material plane of spirituality. It has now become a vast 
arena – a true valley of discord and of eternal strife – a necropolis, wherein lie buried the 
highest and the roost holy aspirations of our Spirit-Soul. That soul becomes with every new 
generation more paralyzed and atrophied. . . . there is a fair minority of earnest students who 
are entitled to learn the few truths that may be given to them now; . . . 
(…) 
. . . The main body of the Doctrines given is found scattered throughout hundreds and thousands 
of Sanskrit MSS., some already translated – disfigured in their interpretations, as usual, – others 
still awaiting their turn . . . 
(…) 
. . . The members of several esoteric schools – the seat of which is beyond the Himalayas, and 
whose ramifications may be found in China, Japan, India, Tibet, and even in Syria, besides 
South America – claim to have in their possession the sum total of sacred and philosophical 
works in MSS. and type: all the works, in fact, that have ever been written, in whatever 
language or characters, since the art of writing began; from the ideographic hieroglyphs down 
to the alphabet of Cadmus and the Devanagari. . . . 
(…) 
. . . The Secret Doctrine was the universally diffused religion of the ancient and prehistoric 
world. Proofs of its diffusion, authentic records of its history, a complete chain of documents, 
showing its character and presence in every land, together with the teaching of all its great 
adepts, exist to this day in the secret crypts of libraries belonging to the Occult Fraternity. . . . 
. . . it is not a religion, nor is its philosophy new; for, as already stated, it is as old as thinking 
man. Its tenets are not now published for the first time, but have been cautiously given out to, 
and taught by, more than one European Initiate . . . 
(…) 
. . . Yet there remains enough, even among such mutilated records, to warrant us in saying that 
there is in them every possible evidence of the actual existence of a Parent Doctrine. Fragments 
have survived geological and political cataclysms to tell the story; and every survival shows 
evidence that the now Secret Wisdom was once the one fountain head, the ever-flowing 
perennial source, at which were fed all its streamlets – the later religions of all nations – from 
the first down to the last. 


