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H.P. BLAVATSKY   The Key to Theosophy  pp. 167-68 and 162-63 
 
How spiritual lessons are learned during life 
 
pp.167-68 
THEOSOPHIST. The spiritual Ego of man moves in eternity like a pendulum between the 
hours of birth and death. But if these hours, marking the periods of life terrestrial and life 
spiritual, are limited in their duration, and if the very number of such stages in Eternity 
between sleep and awakening, illusion and reality, has its beginning and its end, on the other 
hand, the spiritual pilgrim is eternal. Therefore are the hours of his post-mortem life, when, 
disembodied, he stands face to face with truth and not the mirages of his transitory earthly 
existences, during the period of that pilgrimage which we call "the cycle of re-births" — the 
only reality in our conception. Such intervals, their limitation notwithstanding, do not prevent 
the Ego, while ever perfecting itself, from following undeviatingly, though gradually and 
slowly, the path to its last transformation, when that Ego, having reached its goal, becomes a 
divine being. These intervals and stages help towards this final result instead of hindering it; 
and without such limited intervals the divine Ego could never reach its ultimate goal. I have 
given you once already a familiar illustration by comparing the Ego, or the individuality, to an 
actor, and its numerous and various incarnations to the parts it plays. Will you call these parts 
or their costumes the individuality of the actor himself? Like that actor, the Ego is forced to 
play during the cycle of necessity, up to the very threshold of Paranirvana, many parts such 
as may be unpleasant to it. But as the bee collects its honey from every flower, leaving the 
rest as food for the earthly worms, so does our spiritual individuality, whether we call it 
Sutratma or Ego. Collecting from every terrestrial personality, into which Karma forces it to 
incarnate, the nectar alone of the spiritual qualities and self-consciousness, it unites all these 
into one whole and emerges from its chrysalis as the glorified Dhyan Chohan. So much the 
worse for those terrestrial personalities from which it could collect nothing. Such personalities 
cannot assuredly outlive consciously their terrestrial existence. 
 
 
On Panoramic Vision: 'harvesting' the spiritual lessons of life during process of dying 
 
pp. 162-63 
THEOSOPHIST. Our philosophy teaches that Karmic punishment reaches the Ego only in its 
next incarnation. After death it receives only the reward for the unmerited sufferings endured 
during its past incarnation. The whole punishment after death, even for the materialist, 
consists, therefore, in the absence of any reward, and the utter loss of the consciousness of 
one's bliss and rest. Karma is the child of the terrestrial Ego, the fruit of the actions of the tree 
which is the objective personality visible to all, as much as the fruit of all the thoughts and 
even motives of the spiritual "I"; but Karma is also the tender mother, who heals the wounds 
inflicted by her during the preceding life, before she will begin to torture this Ego by 
inflicting upon him new ones. If it may be said that there is not a mental or physical suffering 
in the life of a mortal which is not the direct fruit and consequence of some sin in a preceding 
existence; on the other hand, since he does not preserve the slightest recollection of it in his 
actual life, and feels himself not deserving of such punishment, and therefore thinks he suffers 
for no guilt of his own, this alone is sufficient to entitle the human soul to the fullest 
consolation, rest, and bliss in his post-mortem existence. Death comes to our spiritual selves 
ever as a deliverer and friend. For the materialist, who, notwithstanding his materialism, was 
not a bad man, the interval between the two lives will be like the unbroken and placid sleep of 
a child, either entirely dreamless, or filled with pictures of which he will have no definite 
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perception; while for the average mortal it will be a dream as vivid as life, and full of realistic 
bliss and visions.  
 
ENQUIRER. Then the personal man must always go on suffering blindly the Karmic 
penalties which the Ego has incurred?  
 
THEOSOPHIST. Not quite so. At the solemn moment of death every man, even when death 
is sudden, sees the whole of his past life marshalled before him, in its minutest details. For 
one short instant the personal becomes one with the individual and all-knowing Ego. But this 
instant is enough to show to him the whole chain of causes which have been at work during 
his life. He sees and now understands himself as he is, unadorned by flattery or self-deception. 
He reads his life, remaining as a spectator looking down into the arena he is quitting; he feels 
and knows the justice of all the suffering that has overtaken him.  
 
ENQUIRER. Does this happen to everyone?  
 
THEOSOPHIST. Without any exception. Very good and holy men see, we are taught, not 
only the life they are leaving, but even several preceding lives in which were produced the 
causes that made them what they were in the life just closing. They recognise the law of 
Karma in all its majesty and justice.  
 
ENQUIRER. Is there anything corresponding to this before re-birth?  
 
THEOSOPHIST. There is. As the man at the moment of death has a retrospective insight into 
the life he has led, so, at the moment he is reborn on to earth, the Ego, awaking from the state 
of Devachan, has a prospective vision of the life which awaits him, and realizes all the causes 
that have led to it. He realizes them and sees futurity, because it is between Devachan and re-
birth that the Ego regains his full manasic consciousness, and rebecomes for a short time the 
god he was, before, in compliance with Karmic law, he first descended into matter and 
incarnated in the first man of flesh. The "golden thread" sees all its "pearls" and misses not 
one of them. 
 


