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WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE ON HUMANITY 

ECHOES OF THE ORIENT 2, p.349-50  (on “Great Orphan, Humanity”) 
Q.: What is the real meaning of that phrase so often seen in Theosophical papers, “the great 
orphan, Humanity”? 
W.Q.J. — This phrase has a deep significance for me. An orphan may also be one who had no 
parents, as the state of orphanage is that of being without father or mother. If we imagine a child 
appearing on the earth without a parent, we would have to call it an orphan. Humanity is the “great 
orphan” because it is without parents in the sense that it has produced itself and hence from itself 
has to procure the guidance it needs. And as it wanders in the dark valley of the shadow of death, it 
is more in need of help and counsel than the mere body of a child which is the ordinary orphan. The 
soul is parentless, existing of itself from all eternity, and considered as soul, mankind is hence an 
orphan. Plunged into matter, surrounded on every side by the vast number of intricate illusions and 
temptations that belong to earthly life, it stands every day and hour in need of protection as well as 
guidance. 
If the idea of a loving parent be applied to the notion that a definite God has produced mankind, 
then we find that this supposed parent has at the same time invented the most diversified and 
ingenious series of bedevilments and torments to beguile, hurt, harass, and finally destroy  
the child. For if a certain one God is the maker or parent of man, then He also is the one who made 
nature. Nature is cruel, cold, and implacable. It stops for no man, it never relents, it destroys without 
mercy. When inhabitants of earth multiply, Nature manages to destroy millions of people in a night 
or two, as has now and then happened in China; the very elect of the earth are swept off the earth in 
a moment; slowly and painfully the infant races creep up the ladder of time, leaving as they go vast 
heaps of slain at the foot. The whole of life presents, indeed, to man more frowns than smiles. It is 
this fact that has made so many who are told of a loving father and at the same time of an illogical 
scheme of salvation revolt altogether from the idea of any meaning to life but despair. 
I cannot see how the phrase “great orphan” carries with it the notion of being without guide or 
helper. The orphan is everywhere; but among the units composing it are some who have risen 
through trial to the state where they can help the lower ones. Orphans themselves, they live to 
benefit mankind of which they are a part. They are the head of the body of which the lower 
members are the less developed units or atoms. Enthusiasm for the “orphan” is that which will lead 
to devotion and sacrifice; and that enthusiasm must be developed not only in the Theosophist, but in 
all the men of earth. Having it they will help all on their own plane, and each stratum of men rising 
in development will help all below until all belonging to the globe have risen to the perfect height. 
Then they can proceed to other spots in cosmos where are also wandering vast masses of souls, also 
units in the “orphan,” who require and can then receive the same help that we had extended to us. If 
this is not the destiny of man during the time when all things are manifesting, then the remark of 
Spencer to the effect that altruism is useless because when universal there is no one to benefit, must 
be accepted. However, the phrase in the question is one of those rhetorical ones that must not be 
read in its strict letter and ordinary meaning. 

ECHOES OF THE ORIENT 3, pp.18-9 (on influence Man on Nature) 
Among the Adepts, the rise and fall of nations and civilizations are subjects which are studied under 
the great cyclic movements. They hold that there is an indissoluble connection between man and 
every event that takes place on this globe, not only the ordinary changes in politics and social life, 
but all the happenings in the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms. The changes in the seasons 
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are for and through man; the great upheavals of continents, the movements of immense glaciers, the 
terrific eruptions of volcanoes, or the sudden overflowings of great rivers, are all for and through 
man, whether he be conscious of it, or present, or absent. And they tell of great changes in the 
inclination of the axis of the earth, past and to come, all due to man. 
This doctrine is incomprehensible to the Western nineteenth century, for it is hidden from 
observation, opposed to tradition, and contradicted by education. But the Theosophist who has 
passed beyond the elementary stages knows that it is true nevertheless. “What,” says the worshipper 
of Science, “has man got to do with the Charleston earthquake, or with the showers of cosmic dust 
that invade our atmosphere? Nothing.” 
But the Adept, standing on the immeasurable height where centuries lie under his glance, sees the 
great cycles and the lesser ones rolling onward, influenced by man and working out their changes 
for his punishment, reward, experience and development.  
It is not necessary now to try to make it clear how the thoughts and deeds of men effect any changes 
in material things; that I will lay down for the present as a dogma, if you please, to be made clear 
later on. 
The great subject of cycles has been touched upon, and brings us close to a most fascinating 
statement made by the Theosophical Adepts. It is this, that the cycles in their movement are 
bringing up to the surface now, in the United States and America generally, not only a great glory of 
civilization which was forgotten eleven thousand or more years ago, but also the very men, the 
monads — the egos, as they call them — who were concerned so many ages since in developing 
and bringing it to its final lustre. In fact, we of the nineteenth century, hearing of new discoveries 
and inventions every day, and dreaming of great advances in all arts and sciences, are the same 
individuals who inhabited bodies among the powerful and brilliant, as well as wicked, Atlanteans, 
whose name is forever set immortal in the Atlantic Ocean. The Europeans are also Atlantean 
monads; but the flower, so to speak, of this revival or resurrection, is and is to be on the American 
continent. I will not say the United States, for mayhap, when the sun of our power has risen again, 
there may be no United States for it to rise upon. 
Of course, in order to be able to accept in any degree this theory, it is essential that one should 
believe in the twin Theosophical doctrines of Karma and Reincarnation. To me it seems quite plain. 
I can almost see the Atlanteans in these citizens of America, sleepy, and not well aware who they 
are, but yet full of the Atlantean ideas, which are onlyprevented from full and clear expression by 
the inherited bodily and mental environment which cramps and binds the mighty man within. 
This again is Nemesis-Karma that punishes us by means of these galling limitations, penning up our 
power and for the time frustrating our ambition. It is because, when we were in Atlantean bodies, 
we did wickedly, not the mere sordid wicked things of this day, but high deeds of evil such as by St. 
Paul were attributed to unknown spiritual beings in high places. We degraded spiritual things and 
turned mighty powers over nature to base uses; we did in excelsis that which is hinted at now in the 
glorification of wealth, of material goods, of the individual over the spiritual and above the great 
Man — Humanity. This has now its compensation in our present inability to attain what we want or 
to remove from among us the grinding-stones of poverty. We are, as yet, only preparers, much as we 
may exalt our plainly crude American development. 

ECHOES OF THE ORIENT 1, p.503-4 ‘How Should We Treat Others?’ 
The Master “K.H.,” once writing to Mr. Hume in The Occult World, and speaking for his whole 
order and not for himself only, distinctly wrote that the man who goes to denounce a criminal or an 
offender works not with nature and harmony but against both, and that such act tends to destruction 
instead of construction. Whether the act be large or small, whether it be the denunciation of a 
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criminal, or only your own insistence on rules or laws or rights, does not alter the matter or take it 
out of the rule laid down by that Adept. 
For the only difference between the acts mentioned is a difference of degree alone; the act is the 
same in kind as the violent denunciation of a criminal. Either this Adept was right or wrong. If 
wrong, why do we follow the philosophy laid down by him and his messenger, and concurred in by 
all the sages and teachers of the past? If right, why this swimming in an adverse current, as he said 
himself, why this attempt to show that we can set aside karma and act as we please without 
consequences following us to the end of time? I know not. I prefer to follow the Adept, and 
especially so when I see that what he says is in line with facts in nature and is a certain conclusion 
from the system of philosophy I have found in Theosophy. 

LETTERS THAT HAVE HELPED ME, LETTER 10  (on Thought and Nature) 
Thought is bounded, and we seek to enter the boundless, The intellect is the first production of 
Nature which energizes for the experience of the soul, as I said. When we recognize this truth we 
make use of that natural energy called Thought for comparison, instruction, and the removal of 
doubt, and so reach a point where we restrain the outward tendencies of Nature, for when these are 
resolved into their cause and Nature is wholly conquered and restrained, that cause manifests itself 
both in and beyond Nature. 


