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The logic of a pregenetic unity to the cosmos requires that we adopt some principle of real or 
apparent division of aspects, entities and qualities in existence. Metaphysically, this principle is 
found in the concept of a triad of divine aspects. Arithmetically, the number 1 gives the notion of 
number, 2 the idea of duplication, and 3 the concept of elaboration, that is, permutation and 
combination. Geometrically, the point and the line can generate a triangle, the simplest enclosure of 
space in a plane. But the idea of rotation – in this case, the rotation of an isosceles triangle about an 
axis from the apex through the centre of its base – produces the cone or vortex, the origin of three-
dimensional space. Ontologically, the triad implies an inner side (called Spirit by G.W. Russell – 
'A.E.'), an outer side (the material medium of spirit) and a dynamic principle which draws the two 
together. In theosophical literature, this third element is sometimes called Fohat, the active aspect of 
spirit from the standpoint of matter, and the energetic aspect of matter from the standpoint of spirit. 
If effects can never be completely alienated from their causes, the unity present at the advent of 
existence will be found at every level of its unfoldment, and a fortiori the triad is implicit in 
everything from a universe to a grain of sand…. 

To the extent that a particular permutation of the two natures imposes itself, under law and 
circumstance, upon our consciousness it becomes real to us. Similarly, the degree of will we apply 
to a particular level of the interrelated aspects of the Unknowable determines the clarity of 
appearance which that level must assume. The psyche, as a complex of thought, will and feeling, 
changes under these internal and external impulses, and each psychic state is strictly correlated with 
some level of substance. If the senses are instruments of the power of perception, then there are 
senses for different levels of being and consciousness that can be experienced. The mystic path is 
the conscious and willing activation of subtler senses so that the psyche may become fully aware of 
what it always implicitly reflects. 
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